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Dear Friends,

This week I was reminded how wonderful it is that we have so
many people who give their all to serve their fellow Hoosiers.
While we, as legislators, do all we can to represent our con-
stituents, our committment to serve the citizens of Indiana is
rivaled by about 650 Indiana National Guard members who depart-
ed Camp Atterbury this week for a military assignment. The troops
are members of the 1st Battalion, 152nd Infantry, which draws its
members from five companies at six armories in Southwest
Indiana: Jasper, Linton, Martinsville, Tell City, Vincennes and
Washington. 

The 1st Battalion, 152nd Infantry, is a sister battalion to the 293rd
Infantry based in Fort Wayne, which was deployed in December
from Fort Knox, Ky., for overseas duty. The mission and destina-
tion of both groups will not be disclosed. 

I salute these brave men and women who at a moment's notice,
were called to leave their jobs, their friends, and their families for
an unknown period of time in an unknown location. Let us keep
them in our hearts and minds.
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General Assembly Budget Ticker 
A November survey by the National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL)

revealed that more than half of the 50 states are facing gaps in their budgets:

•  About 2/3 reported that revenues are failing to meet projected levels
•  More than half report that expenditures are exceeding budgeted levels
•  Thirty-one states reported budget gaps in the early months of FY2003. Some

already have taken action to close them.
•  The revenue outlook for the remainder of the fiscal year does not reflect confi-

dence for strong revenue recovery. Twenty-nine states are concerned about revenue per-
formance, and nine are pessimistic. Eight states report a stable outlook, and two are opti-
mistic.

•  Twenty-nine states report that spending is exceeding budgeted levels. Twenty-four
states report that Medicaid or health care programs are over budget.

Look here weekly for future updates as the budget debate wages on in the General
Assembly.



THIS WEEK IN THE INDIANA LEGISLATURE

Quick Facts about
this Legislative

Session 

The Senate filed 557
bills that will be con-
sidered this session.

The House of
Representatives filed

1,032 bills.

Important Dates in
the General
Assembly

February 27: The last
day for committee
reports to be filed on
Senate Bills

March 3: Second 
reading deadline for
all Senate Bills

March 4: Third read-
ing deadline for all
Senate Bills

This week in the legislature was marked
by the Senate showing a strong commitment
to ensure that Hoosier children are protected
from abuse and neglect by passing two sepa-
rate pieces of legislation on the issue. There
recently have been
countless stories of
children falling vic-
tim to the very peo-
ple who are sup-
posed to love and
care for them. 

In two
heartbreaking cases
last year, Hoosier
children were abused and neglected to the
point of death. In one incident, a little girl
was removed from her home because of
abuse by her mother.  Shortly thereafter, her
five-year-old brother, David Edwards, who
was left in the mother's care, was placed in
the back of a pick-up truck for an hour and a
half in 90-degree heat. The boy went into
cardiac arrest and died with a core body tem-
perature of 108 degrees.  In a separate case,

a man struck his three-year-old daughter in
the back of the head with a large wooden
paddle, causing her skull to fracture.  The
girl's stepmother, who witnessed the event,
watched as the young girl's health deteriorat-

ed.  A full week later,
the stepmother finally
took her to the emer-
gency room where she
died shortly after
arrival.   

Senate Bill 62
was also passed by the
Senate this week by a
vote of 43-0. This bill

establishes a Commission on Abused and
Neglected Children and their Families. The
commission's task is to develop a plan of
services for children who are victims of
abuse or neglect or at risk of abuse or neg-
lect. This legislation requires a report from
the Commission no later than Aug. 15, 2004.

The Senate also passed Senate Bill 300,
strengthening penalties against parents or
guardians convicted of child neglect ending

CHILD PROTECTIVE MEASURES
APPROVED THIS WEEK

in death. The bill makes it a Class A felony if the
child is younger than 14. The penalty for a Class A
felony ranges from 20 to 50 years imprisonment,
with a maximum fine of $10,000. Currently, the
maximum penalty for neglect of a dependent is a
Class B felony, punishable by imprisonment of 6 to
20 years in prison and a maximum fine of $10,000.
This bill will also allow school corporations to
refuse employment to a person convicted of neglect
of a dependent, and provides that consent to adop-
tion is not required from a parent convicted of neg-
lect of a dependent. The bill states that reasonable
attempts at reunification of a child in need are not
required if the parent has been convicted of neglect
as a Class A felony.

Our children are the future of this great state.
We must make sure we do everything in our power
to make sure they are protected and provided with
their essential needs. We must also make sure that
we educate parents and provide them with the
assistance they need to overcome their fears and
anxieties before they turn on their children. Both of
these initiatives will do just that, as well as give
people a fair warning that Indiana will not tolerate
this kind of abuse. 


